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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on 5/8/06 has been entered. Claims 1 ,10, 19, and 
20 have been amended. No claims have been canceled. No claims have been 
added. Claims 1-14 and 16-20 are still pending in this application, with claims 1, 10, 19 
and 20 being independent. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1-5, 8-13, 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over European Patent Application (EP 0920234 A2) hereinafter D1 in view 
of Chen et al. (U.S. Patent 6,487,170). 

Regarding claim 1, D1 teaches a method for setting up and/or clearing a 
communications link (see abstract), comprising: setting up and/or clearing a 
communications link for transporting communication data (setting up reads on the call 
control message between the switching nodes, see col. 2, lines 38-45) which is carried 
out by at least one first functional unit (first functional unit reads on originating switch 12 
and/or terminating switch 14 in Fig. 1) in a communications network (reads on all 
components of Fig. 2); the at least one first functional unit (12 and/or 14) carrying out 
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basic call functionality (the basic call functionality is inherent and it also reads on SSC 
34 within switch 12 and/or 14 accessing IAMS messages that contain information such 
as the called party number, calling party number, etc., see col. 5, lines 24-53 and Fig. 1) 
which is independent of a transport network (the transport network reads on trunks 28 
and links 30, see col. 5, lines 2-19 and pig. 1)., and controlling a connection function 
which is carried out by a second functional unit (reads on ATM switch 20 within 
Broadband 18, see Fig. 1) in the communications network (reads on all components of 
Fig. 2), the second functional unit (20) providing supplementary features (reads on the 
control message such as the Calling Party Number Information Element of the ATM, 
see col. 9, lines 1 .-17) and controlling connections between the at least one first 
functional units via signaling, wherein the first and the second functional units are 
physically separated from one another (see Fig. 1). 

D1 does not teach connection related service features are provided via the 
transport network. 

Chen et al. teaches connection related service features are provided via the 
transport network (col. 5, line 26 through col. 6, line 40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Chen into the teachings of D1 for 
the purpose of forwarding various related features within the network and from one 
network to another network via the transport network. 

Claims 9-13, and 18-20 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above 
with respect to claim 1 . Also regarding the control network that is recited in claim 20, 
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this simply reads on CCS; signaling network (16), see Fig. 1. 

Regarding claim 2, D1 teaches the signaling to control the setting up and/or 
clearing of a communications link, wherein the connection is set up and/or cleared via a 
transport network, and signaling is carried out via a control network (see col. 5, lines 1- 
23 and Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 3, D1 teaches that the signaling is controlled by a central device 
(this reads on the subnetwork signaling device 34, see col. 5, lines 24-28). 

Regarding claim 4, D1 teaches setting up the communications link in the 
transport network via at least one decentralized device (this reads on ATM connection 
manager 36 sending a request to set up an ATM virtual channel connection, see col. 5, 
lines 53-58 and Fig. 1). 

The limitations of claims 5 and 16, which recite "the central device controls a 
decentralized switching device" are inherent in D1. 

Regarding claim 8, D1 teaches an asynchronous transmission method is used for 
transmission via the communications link (see col. 5, line 7). 
6. Claims 6-7, 14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over D1 in view of PCT (WO 93 15583) hereinafter D2. 

Regarding claims 14 and 17, D1 does not specifically teach the use of PBX, 
instead D1 system and method are implemented in AIN network. 

However, D2 teaches an interworking unit that is responsible to provide changes 
between PBXs that are connected together (see abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to incorporate the use of a PBX, as taught by D2, into the 
D1 system in order to provide the versatility of using different environments. 

Claim 6 recites the limitations of "setting up and/or clearing a communications 
link to a communications terminal, and setting up the connection via the transport 
network by producing at least one time slot control information item in the central 
device, which information item is used for setting up connections in the transport 
network". Since D1 teaches the subnetwork signaling controller 34 uses look up tables, 
which stores information and data. Then the use of specifying any time slot would have 
been obvious. 

Claim 7 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
claims 6 and 1 . 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quynh H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:15 A.M. to 
4:45 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan, can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Quynh H. Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



